
Vittoria Colonna: The Extraordinary Life of a
Renaissance Woman

Renaissance Woman: The Life of Vittoria Colonna
by Ramie Targoff

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 52078 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 354 pages

Vittoria Colonna (1490-1547) was a remarkable figure of the Italian
Renaissance. She was a poet, writer, humanist, and patron of the arts who
challenged societal norms and left an indelible mark on the literary and
intellectual landscape of her time.

Early Life and Education

Vittoria Colonna was born into a noble family in Marino, near Rome. She
received a privileged education, studying Latin, Greek, and philosophy. Her
intellectual curiosity and passion for literature were evident from a young
age.

In 1509, Vittoria married Ferrante d'Avalos, the Marquis of Pescara. The
marriage was arranged by her family, but the couple developed a deep and

FREE

https://page.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjMyN2h2U0RyNlpaZCtXbFwvbTZkSHRxbHZvdVdYNWJpVytYeE9hVkxQMlEwZkJvM2liZWJBZXQwOCtCVlZ2NW93MDdPZmJybW9iSnlZTTBJREFGRDlKUmh5c0xRVzE3elZ0bFowKzUxNDlHTFBCUG9xYjlOcHNYTW8xMjgwWmxWVExSWmdhcUJnRDBcL1pzR3U1M0tVbXB0dGhlTk5UTGdDRHRHNVRhSzZDeGJKSmI1YmFFVkI2R2c2aTVKTlpMTjkzIiwiaXYiOiIyNDFmY2ExMWM1ZmYyYzc4MTUzYjFmMzFlOTNjZjg2YiIsInMiOiI4MjBmZTI4YzAzZjJiZWUyIn0%3D
https://page.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IktzUnMxQlZlWVh0NXFkNUROVFc3MFdpbzd5RUM2eVZvbkticWhXT014VUhvZ3ZjOHplMUY1bmhZcUQ1YWR3czdUcEV2TmVOXC9NQnY1UTJhcDBlS21HR1VTbjlHRkZrSXA5QVZVQnVJZzVPd1Q4WG4yRlFSdjF2TUNoYTdON0dId3VFSVVma2VZeDlPYzl4Rm92Y3JNRytHUGhqTHQyV2dFT1VFYlYxRk82SW1SMkZRRUJGTnpQQWJtczRUSm9oaVYiLCJpdiI6ImU4NDE2NmNmMTE1MDU1ZGVhY2VlZDg3ZjFhOWEyZTBmIiwicyI6ImVkMzRmZTRjNWU2YmM2OGMifQ%3D%3D
https://page.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjY1aVA2TDlMeWEyRzl4c0hxWDVsXC9nQ3EwMUxSUXlpR3NLc3NrdkhLeFwvMDJmMXFxblJPdVE5bGZPTDBMRkFZRXEwWmJxbXZTWkk4NzJRSGpOWnhpTVkzZ0o4MUdHM3dPbUJrUHVsZDRkWXFNZVdpVDlqR1NFNVdOS0pORzNLQ3J4WmU3Y1JFTHRBSGpUNkJaU0JFOVkxNkdDODVqOW1vZ0E5TTB5WlVaWjVsMENEUU5mYVwvU1hcL0xSR3BMVlRHbU8iLCJpdiI6IjkxNTAzM2JlOGJhY2E5ZDMxMTIzYjk3M2ZhN2RjMWUzIiwicyI6ImQ5MGZmNzVkYTAwZTc3N2MifQ%3D%3D


loving relationship. Ferrante was a skilled military commander, and Vittoria
accompanied him on his campaigns, where she witnessed firsthand the
horrors of war.

Literary Contributions

Vittoria Colonna began writing poetry in her youth. Her writing was
characterized by its depth of feeling, intellectual rigor, and lyrical beauty.
She wrote sonnets, canzoni, and spiritual poems that explored themes of
love, loss, religion, and the human condition.



One of Vittoria's most famous poems is the sonnet "O Sacred Altar," which
she wrote after the death of her husband in 1525. The poem expresses her
profound grief and her hope for reunion in the afterlife.

O Sacred Altar, where my soul was slain, Where love first bound me with its
cruel chain, And where to-day I breathe my last, a breath That is but air to
fan my dying pain!
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O blessed Death, that comes to set me free From these long years of
anguish and of pain, I welcome thee with open arms, and fain To lay me
down and sleep eternally.

For I am weary of this life of care, Of all this strife and sin that fills the air; I
long for peace, for rest that knows no end, Where I may dwell with thee, my
love, again.
Patronage of the Arts

In addition to her own writing, Vittoria Colonna was a generous patron of
the arts. She supported many artists, writers, and musicians, including
Michelangelo, Pietro Aretino, and Bernardino Ochino.



Vittoria Colonna and Michelangelo

Vittoria's friendship with Michelangelo was particularly close. She admired
his work and provided him with both financial and emotional support.
Michelangelo, in turn, dedicated several poems and sonnets to her,
including the famous "Vittoria Colonna, My Sweet Lady."

Religious Views and Influence
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Vittoria Colonna was a devout Catholic, but she also had a deep interest in
Protestant thought. She corresponded with many religious reformers,
including John Calvin, and was influenced by their ideas. Vittoria's writings
reflect her own evolving religious views, which emphasized the importance
of personal faith and the rejection of external authority.

She believed in the importance of personal faith and the direct
experience of God.

She rejected the authority of the Pope and the Catholic Church.

She believed in the Bible as the sole source of religious truth.

She advocated for religious tolerance and the right of individuals to
follow their own conscience.

Vittoria's religious views were controversial at the time, and she was
accused of heresy by the Catholic Church. However, she had the protection
of powerful friends and was able to continue her writing and religious
activities.

Legacy

Vittoria Colonna died in Rome in 1547 at the age of 57. She left behind a
legacy of literary and intellectual achievement that continues to inspire and
resonate today.

Vittoria's poetry and writings have been translated into many languages
and continue to be read and studied by scholars and literary enthusiasts
alike. Her patronage of the arts helped to foster the development of the
Renaissance and left an enduring mark on the cultural landscape of Italy
and beyond.



Vittoria Colonna was a remarkable woman who challenged societal norms
and made significant contributions to the literary, intellectual, and religious
landscape of her time. She is remembered as one of the most influential
figures of the Italian Renaissance, a woman whose life and work continue
to inspire and intrigue people around the world.
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