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Pauli Murray was a brilliant Black woman lawyer, activist, and poet who
fought tirelessly for civil rights and gender equality. She was one of the few
women to graduate from Howard University Law School in the 1940s, and
she went on to have a distinguished career as a lawyer, teacher, and writer.

Murray's work was instrumental in the landmark Supreme Court case
Brown v. Board of Education, which outlawed segregation in public schools.
She also worked closely with Thurgood Marshall, the first African American
Supreme Court Justice, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the second woman to
serve on the Supreme Court.
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Despite her many accomplishments, Murray's story has been largely
forgotten. Her work has been overshadowed by the more well-known
figures of the civil rights movement, such as Martin Luther King Jr. and
Rosa Parks. But Murray's contributions to the fight for equality were just as
significant, and her story deserves to be told.

Early Life and Education

Pauli Murray was born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1910. Her parents were
both college graduates, and they instilled in her a love of learning and a
passion for social justice.

Murray attended Howard University, where she excelled in her studies. She
graduated from law school in 1944, and she went on to earn a master's
degree from Yale Law School in 1945.

Legal Career

After graduating from law school, Murray worked as a lawyer for the
NAACP. She quickly became one of the organization's most effective
lawyers, and she played a key role in several landmark civil rights cases.

In 1950, Murray argued the case of Sweat v. Painter before the Supreme
Court. This case challenged the constitutionality of segregated law schools,
and it was a major victory for the civil rights movement.

Murray also worked on the case of Brown v. Board of Education, which
outlawed segregation in public schools. This was one of the most important
cases in the history of the civil rights movement, and it helped to pave the
way for the desegregation of schools across the country.



Activism and Writing

In addition to her work as a lawyer, Murray was also a passionate activist
and writer. She wrote several books and <. gbout civil rights and gender
equality, and she gave countless speeches on these topics.

Murray was a strong advocate for women's rights. She co-founded the
National Organization for Women (NOW),and she worked tirelessly to
promote equality for women in all aspects of life.

Personal Life

Pauli Murray faced many challenges in her personal life. She was a
lesbian, and she struggled to come to terms with her sexual orientation in a
time when it was considered taboo.

Murray also struggled with depression and anxiety. She was often lonely
and isolated, and she had few close friends.

Legacy

Pauli Murray died in 1985 at the age of 74. She left behind a legacy of
activism and scholarship that continues to inspire people today.

Murray was a brilliant lawyer, a passionate activist, and a gifted writer. She
dedicated her life to the fight for civil rights and gender equality, and she
made a significant contribution to the cause of justice.

Murray's story is a reminder that the fight for equality is never easy. It is a
story of perseverance, courage, and determination. It is a story that should
be told and retold for generations to come.
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