
The Ferguson Rifle: Louis L'Amour's Lost
Treasure of the Old West
In the annals of American history, the Ferguson rifle stands as a testament
to the ingenuity and innovation of its creator, Patrick Ferguson. This
groundbreaking weapon was one of the first breech-loading rifles, and it
had the potential to revolutionize warfare. However, the Ferguson rifle was
never widely adopted, and it eventually disappeared into obscurity.
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One of the most intriguing aspects of the Ferguson rifle is its connection to
the legendary Western writer Louis L'Amour. In his novel "The Ferguson
Rifle," L'Amour tells the story of a young frontiersman who discovers a
cache of Ferguson rifles. The rifles are said to be hidden in a secret
location in the Arizona desert, and the young man sets out on a quest to
find them.
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L'Amour's novel is a fictionalized account, but it is based on a real-life
event. In the early 1900s, a man named Frederick Russell Burnham
claimed to have found a cache of Ferguson rifles in the Arizona desert.
Burnham was a famous scout and adventurer, and his discovery sparked a
great deal of interest in the Ferguson rifle.

However, Burnham's claim was never fully substantiated, and the location
of the cache of Ferguson rifles remains a mystery. Some people believe
that the rifles were never found, while others believe that they were found
and are now in a private collection.

Regardless of whether or not the cache of Ferguson rifles was ever found,
the weapon itself remains a fascinating piece of history. It was a
remarkable invention that was ahead of its time, and it could have had a
significant impact on the history of warfare.

The Ferguson Rifle: A Closer Look

The Ferguson rifle was a breech-loading rifle that was designed by Patrick
Ferguson in the late 18th century. The rifle was unique in that it used a
sliding breechblock to load the cartridge. This design allowed the rifle to be
loaded and fired much more quickly than traditional muzzle-loading rifles.

The Ferguson rifle was also very accurate for its time. It was capable of
hitting targets at ranges of up to 300 yards. This accuracy was due to the
rifle's rifled barrel. Rifling is a process of cutting spiral grooves into the bore
of a barrel. These grooves cause the bullet to spin as it travels down the
barrel, which improves accuracy.



The Ferguson rifle was a revolutionary weapon, but it was never widely
adopted. There were several reasons for this. One reason was that the rifle
was expensive to manufacture. Another reason was that the rifle was
complex to operate. The sliding breechblock was not as reliable as the
traditional muzzle-loading system.

Despite its shortcomings, the Ferguson rifle was a significant step forward
in the development of firearms. It was one of the first breech-loading rifles,
and it paved the way for the development of more modern rifles.

Louis L'Amour and the Ferguson Rifle

Louis L'Amour was a prolific Western writer who wrote over 100 novels and
short stories. L'Amour was fascinated by the history of the Old West, and
he often wrote about guns and weapons.

In his novel "The Ferguson Rifle," L'Amour tells the story of a young
frontiersman named Ben Savage who discovers a cache of Ferguson rifles.
Ben is a skilled hunter and trapper, and he knows that the Ferguson rifles
are valuable. He decides to sell the rifles, but he soon finds himself in the
crosshairs of a ruthless gang of outlaws.

"The Ferguson Rifle" is a thrilling adventure story that is full of action and
suspense. L'Amour's writing is vivid and descriptive, and he brings the Old
West to life.

The Ferguson rifle is a central character in L'Amour's novel. It is a powerful
and accurate weapon that can turn the tide of battle. Ben Savage uses the
Ferguson rifle to defend himself against the outlaws, and he eventually
uses it to defeat them.



The Ferguson rifle is more than just a weapon in L'Amour's novel. It is a
symbol of the Old West. It is a reminder of the time when men were judged
by their courage and their skill with a gun.

The Legacy of the Ferguson Rifle

The Ferguson rifle is a reminder of the ingenuity and innovation of the early
American gunsmiths. It was a revolutionary weapon that could have had a
significant impact on the history of warfare.

Although the Ferguson rifle was never widely adopted, it left a lasting
legacy. It paved the way for the development of more modern rifles, and it
inspired writers like Louis L'Amour to create stories about the Old West.
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