
Sun Chief The Lamar: A Monumental Figure in
Western History
Early Life and Rise to Leadership

Sun Chief The Lamar, also known as Morning Star, was born sometime
between 1820 and 1830 in the Cheyenne village of Arapahoe Creek. As a
young man, he displayed extraordinary courage and leadership skills
during raids and buffalo hunts, quickly earning the respect of his people.

In the mid-1850s, The Lamar emerged as a prominent leader within the
Cheyenne Nation. He played a key role in negotiating the Treaty of Fort
Laramie (1851),which established the boundaries of Cheyenne territory and
recognized their right to self-governance.

Resistance to U.S. Expansion

When the U.S. government violated the treaty by sending settlers and
soldiers into Cheyenne lands, The Lamar led fierce resistance. In 1864, he
participated in the infamous Sand Creek Massacre, where U.S. troops
slaughtered hundreds of peaceful Cheyenne and Arapaho men, women,
and children.
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Shocked and angered by the brutality, The Lamar vowed to continue
fighting for the survival of his people. He led numerous raids against U.S.
forts and settlements, earning a reputation as a formidable warrior and a
determined defender of Cheyenne sovereignty.

The Red River War and the Cheyenne Exodus

In 1874, The Lamar played a central role in the Red River War, a major
conflict between the U.S. government and the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
Comanche nations. Despite their valiant efforts, the Native Americans were
ultimately defeated, and The Lamar was forced to lead his people into exile
in Oklahoma.

Captivity and Death

While in Oklahoma, The Lamar continued to advocate for Cheyenne rights
and resist U.S. encroachment. He was arrested in 1879 and imprisoned in
Fort Reno, where he succumbed to illness and died on September 16,
1890.

Legacy and Impact

Sun Chief The Lamar is remembered as one of the most iconic and
influential Native American leaders of the 19th century. His courage,
resilience, and unwavering commitment to his people inspired generations
of Cheyenne.

The Lamar's legacy extends beyond his own lifetime. He played a pivotal
role in shaping the history of the American West, influencing U.S. policies
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toward Native Americans and contributing to the national struggle for
equality and justice.

Sites Associated with Sun Chief The Lamar

Numerous historical sites are associated with Sun Chief The Lamar:

Fort Laramie National Historic Site (Wyoming): The site of the 1851
treaty negotiations.

Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site (Colorado): The
location of the horrific massacre that spurred The Lamar's resistance.

Fort Reno (Oklahoma): The prison where The Lamar was held before
his death.

Sun Chief The Lamar was a monumental figure in Western history, whose
life and legacy continue to resonate today. His courage, determination, and
advocacy for Cheyenne rights serve as a reminder of the enduring strength
and resilience of Native American peoples.

By understanding the story of Sun Chief The Lamar, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the complexities of the American West and the struggles
faced by Native Americans throughout history. His legacy inspires us to
continue striving for justice, equality, and the preservation of cultural
heritage.
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