Philosophers On Art: From Kant to the
Postmodernists

Art has been a subject of philosophical inquiry for centuries. Philosophers
have sought to understand the nature of art, its purpose, and its value. In
this article, we will explore the views of some of the most influential
philosophers on art, from Immanuel Kant to the postmodernists.

Immanuel Kant

Immanuel Kant was a German philosopher who lived in the 18th century.
He is considered one of the most important philosophers of all time, and his
work has had a profound influence on Western thought. Kant's philosophy
of art is set out in his Critique of Judgment.
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For Kant, art is a form of judgment. He distinguishes between two types of
judgment: determinate judgment and reflective judgment. Determinate
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judgment is based on rules and concepts. Reflective judgment, on the other
hand, is based on feelings and intuition.

Art, for Kant, is a form of reflective judgment. It is a way of making sense of
the world through our feelings and intuition. Art is not about representing
the world as it is, but about expressing our own subjective experience of
the world.

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel was a German philosopher who lived in the
19th century. He is considered one of the most important philosophers of
the Romantic period. Hegel's philosophy of art is set out in his Lectures on
Aesthetics.

For Hegel, art is a form of absolute spirit. Absolute spirit is the highest form
of reality, and it is expressed through art, religion, and philosophy. Art is a
way of knowing the absolute spirit, and it is therefore a valuable and
important part of human life.

Hegel's philosophy of art is idealistic. He believes that art is not about
representing the world as it is, but about expressing the ideal. Art is a way
of showing us what the world could be, and it is therefore a powerful force
for social change.

Friedrich Nietzsche

Friedrich Nietzsche was a German philosopher who lived in the 19th
century. He is considered one of the most important philosophers of the
modern period. Nietzsche's philosophy of art is set out in his The Birth of
Tragedy and Thus Spoke Zarathustra.



For Nietzsche, art is a form of Dionysian ecstasy. Dionysian ecstasy is a
state of frenzy and passion that is opposed to the Apollonian order and
reason. Art, for Nietzsche, is a way of releasing our Dionysian impulses and
experiencing the true nature of life.

Nietzsche's philosophy of art is pessimistic. He believes that art is a
reflection of the decline of Western culture. Art is a way of coping with the
meaninglessness and chaos of life, but it is ultimately a futile gesture.

Martin Heidegger

Martin Heidegger was a German philosopher who lived in the 20th century.
He is considered one of the most important philosophers of the
existentialist movement. Heidegger's philosophy of art is set out in his
Being and Time and The Origin of the Work of Art.

For Heidegger, art is a way of revealing the truth of being. Being is the most
fundamental reality, and it is through art that we can come to understand it.
Art is a way of showing us the world as it is, without the distortions of our

own subjective experience.

Heidegger's philosophy of art is ontological. He believes that art is not
about representing the world as it is, but about revealing the true nature of
reality. Art is a way of showing us what the world is, and it is therefore a
valuable and important part of human life.

Jacques Derrida

Jacques Derrida was a French philosopher who lived in the 20th century.
He is considered one of the most important philosophers of the postmodern



period. Derrida's philosophy of art is set out in his Of Grammatology and
The Truth in Painting.

For Derrida, art is a form of writing. Writing is not simply a way of recording
information, but a way of creating meaning. Art, for Derrida, is a way of
creating new meanings and challenging the established order.

Derrida's philosophy of art is deconstructive. He believes that art is not
about representing the world as it is, but about disrupting our own
assumptions about the world. Art is a way of showing us the world as it is
not, and it is therefore a powerful force for social change.

Michel Foucault

Michel Foucault was a French philosopher who lived in the 20th century.
He is considered one of the most important philosophers of the postmodern
period. Foucault's philosophy of art is set out in his The Order of Things
and Discipline and Punish.

For Foucault, art is a form of power. Power is not simply a matter of
coercion, but a way of shaping our thoughts and actions. Art, for Foucault,
is a way of creating new forms of power and challenging the established
order.

Foucault's philosophy of art is genealogical. He believes that art is not
about representing the world as it is, but about tracing the history of power
relations. Art is a way of showing us how power has been used to shape
our world, and it is therefore a powerful force for social change.



The philosophers discussed in this article have all made significant
contributions to our understanding of art. Their theories have helped us to
understand the nature of art, its purpose, and its value. Art is a complex
and multifaceted phenomenon, and there is no one definitive answer to the
question of what it is. However, the theories of these philosophers provide
us with a valuable framework for thinking about art and understanding its
role in our lives.
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