
More Card Manipulations No. 2: The Elmsley
Count and Other Techniques
Card magic is a fascinating and entertaining art form that can captivate
audiences of all ages. One of the most important aspects of card magic is
the ability to manipulate cards smoothly and effectively. In this article, we
will explore some of the most common and useful card manipulations,
including the Elmsley Count, the Hindu Shuffle, and the Zarrow Shuffle.

The Elmsley Count

The Elmsley Count is a sleight of hand technique that allows the magician
to count a packet of cards while keeping the top card face down. This
technique is often used to force a card on a spectator or to create the
illusion that the magician is able to control the order of the cards.
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To perform the Elmsley Count, hold the packet of cards in your left hand,
with the top card face down. Use your right thumb to push the top card
slightly forward, so that it is about halfway out of the packet. Then, use your
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left thumb to push the remaining cards down, so that the top card is now
completely hidden.

Repeat this process until you have counted all of the cards in the packet.
As you count each card, be sure to keep your right thumb in contact with
the top card, so that it remains face down.

The Elmsley Count can be used in a variety of card tricks. For example,
you could use it to force a card on a spectator by counting down to the
desired card and then turning it face up. You could also use it to create the
illusion that you are able to control the order of the cards by counting them
down in a specific order and then rearranging them.

The Hindu Shuffle

The Hindu Shuffle is a false shuffle that makes it appear as though the
magician is shuffling the cards, but in reality, the order of the cards remains
the same. This technique is often used to create the illusion that the
magician is able to control the outcome of a card trick.

To perform the Hindu Shuffle, hold the deck of cards in your left hand, with
the faces of the cards towards you. Use your right hand to cut the deck into
two piles, with the top half of the deck going on top of the bottom half.

Now, take the top card of the bottom half of the deck and place it on the
bottom of the top half of the deck. Then, take the next card from the bottom
half of the deck and place it on the top of the top half of the deck.

Repeat this process until all of the cards from the bottom half of the deck
have been placed on top of the top half of the deck. Once you have



finished, the deck will appear to have been shuffled, but in reality, the order
of the cards will remain the same.

The Hindu Shuffle can be used in a variety of card tricks. For example, you
could use it to force a card on a spectator by cutting the deck at the desired
card and then performing the Hindu Shuffle. You could also use it to create
the illusion that you are able to control the outcome of a card trick by
shuffling the deck in a specific order and then dealing out the cards.

The Zarrow Shuffle

The Zarrow Shuffle is a false shuffle that is similar to the Hindu Shuffle, but
it is more difficult to perform. This technique is often used by professional
magicians to create the illusion that they are able to control the outcome of
a card trick.

To perform the Zarrow Shuffle, hold the deck of cards in your left hand, with
the faces of the cards towards you. Use your right hand to cut the deck into
two piles, with the top half of the deck going on top of the bottom half.

Now, take the top card of the bottom half of the deck and place it on the
bottom of the top half of the deck. Then, take the next two cards from the
bottom half of the deck and place them on top of the top half of the deck.

Repeat this process until all of the cards from the bottom half of the deck
have been placed on top of the top half of the deck. Once you have
finished, the deck will appear to have been shuffled, but in reality, the order
of the cards will remain the same.



The Zarrow Shuffle can be used in a variety of card tricks. For example,
you could use it to force a card on a spectator by cutting the deck at the
desired card and then performing the Zarrow Shuffle. You could also use it
to create the illusion that you are able to control the outcome of a card trick
by shuffling the deck in a specific order and then dealing out the cards.

The Elmsley Count, the Hindu Shuffle, and the Zarrow Shuffle are just a
few of the many card manipulations that magicians use to create illusions
and entertain audiences. By practicing these techniques, you can improve
your card magic skills and amaze your friends and family with your
newfound abilities.
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