Mistress of the Elgin Marbles: Uncovering the
Hidden Story

The Elgin Marbles, a collection of ancient Greek sculptures acquired by
Lord Elgin in the early 19th century, have been at the center of a long and
bitter controversy over their rightful ownership. While the British Museum
has maintained that the sculptures were legally acquired, many believe that
they were looted and should be returned to Greece.
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One of the most vocal proponents of the marbles' return is Melina Mercouri,
who served as Greece's Minister of Culture from 1981 to 1989. Mercouri
was a passionate advocate for the marbles' return, and she used her
position to lobby for their repatriation. She was also a close friend of Lord
Elgin's great-grandson, Colin Mackenzie, who had inherited the marbles
from his father. Mackenzie was sympathetic to Mercouri's cause, and he
eventually agreed to lend the marbles to Greece for a period of five years.
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The marbles were returned to Greece in 1983, and they have been on
display at the Acropolis Museum in Athens ever since. However, the British
Museum has refused to permanently relinquish its claim to the sculptures,
and the controversy over their ownership continues to this day.

The Elgin Marbles

The Elgin Marbles are a collection of approximately 1,500 sculptures and
fragments that were originally part of the Parthenon and other buildings on
the Acropolis in Athens. The sculptures were created between 447 and 438
BC, during the Golden Age of Athens.

The Parthenon was the most important temple in Athens, and it was
dedicated to the goddess Athena. The sculptures on the Parthenon
depicted scenes from Greek mythology and history, as well as portraits of
Athenian gods and goddesses.

The Elgin Marbles were removed from the Parthenon by Lord Elgin in the
early 19th century. Elgin was the British ambassador to the Ottoman
Empire, and he obtained permission from the Ottoman authorities to
remove the sculptures from the Parthenon. Elgin claimed that he was
removing the sculptures to protect them from further damage. However,
many believe that Elgin looted the sculptures and that he had no right to
remove them from Greece.

The Controversy over the Elgin Marbles

The controversy over the Elgin Marbles has been going on for over 200
years. The British Museum has maintained that the sculptures were legally
acquired, and it has refused to return them to Greece. However, many



believe that the sculptures were looted and that they should be returned to
their rightful owners.

The debate over the Elgin Marbles is a complex one, and there are strong
arguments on both sides. Those who believe that the sculptures should be
returned to Greece argue that the sculptures were looted and that they are
part of Greece's cultural heritage. They also argue that the sculptures
would be better cared for in Greece than they are in the British Museum.

Those who believe that the sculptures should remain in the British Museum
argue that the sculptures were legally acquired and that they are part of the
museum's collection. They also argue that the sculptures are better
protected in the British Museum than they would be in Greece.

Melina Mercouri and the Elgin Marbles

Melina Mercouri was a Greek actress, singer, and politician. She served as
Greece's Minister of Culture from 1981 to 1989, and she was a passionate
advocate for the return of the Elgin Marbles to Greece.

Mercouri was born in Athens in 1920. She began her career as an actress
in the 1940s, and she quickly became one of Greece's most popular stars.
In the 1960s, she began to get involved in politics, and she was elected to
the Greek parliament in 1974.

Mercouri was a close friend of Lord Elgin's great-grandson, Colin
Mackenzie. Mackenzie was sympathetic to Mercouri's cause, and he
eventually agreed to lend the marbles to Greece for a period of five years.
The marbles were returned to Greece in 1983, and they have been on
display at the Acropolis Museum in Athens ever since.



Mercouri died in 1994, but her legacy continues to live on. She was a
tireless advocate for the return of the Elgin Marbles to Greece, and she
played a key role in securing their return. She was a true patriot, and she
will always be remembered for her work to bring the Elgin Marbles home.

The Elgin Marbles are a priceless part of Greek cultural heritage. They
were created by some of the greatest artists of all time, and they are a
testament to the glory of ancient Greece. The Elgin Marbles belong in

Greece, and they should be returned to their rightful home.

Melina Mercouri was a true patriot, and she dedicated her life to fighting for
the return of the Elgin Marbles to Greece. She was a tireless advocate for
Greek culture, and she will always be remembered for her work to bring the
Elgin Marbles home.
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