Life Itself: Roger Ebert's Memoir of Movie
Love, Loss, and Life

Roger Ebert's 2011 memoir, Life Itself, is a moving and insightful account of
his life and career as a film critic. Ebert, who died in 2013, was one of the
most influential film critics of all time, and his writing has had a profound
impact on the way we think about and appreciate movies.

In Life Itself, Ebert traces his journey from his childhood in Urbana, lllinois,
to his early days as a film critic for the Chicago Sun-Times, to his eventual
rise to prominence as one of the most respected voices in film criticism.
Along the way, he shares his thoughts on the art of cinema, the importance
of criticism, and the role that movies can play in our lives.
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One of the most striking things about Life ltself is Ebert's candor. He writes
openly about his struggles with alcoholism, depression, and cancer. He
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also shares his thoughts on death and mortality, and how his experiences
have shaped his outlook on life.

Despite the challenges he faced, Ebert's love of movies shines through on
every page of Life Itself. He writes with passion and intelligence about the
films that have moved him, and he offers a unique perspective on the art of
cinema. Life ltself is a must-read for anyone who loves movies or who
wants to understand the life and work of one of the most influential film
critics of all time.

The Art of Cinema

Ebert was a master of film criticism, and his writing on the art of cinema is
full of insights and wisdom. He believed that movies are a powerful medium
that can be used to entertain, educate, and inspire. He also believed that
movies can help us to understand ourselves and the world around us.

In Life Itself, Ebert writes about the importance of storytelling in movies. He
argues that a good story is essential for any good movie, and that it is the
story that ultimately determines the impact that a movie will have on its
audience.

Ebert also writes about the importance of visual style in movies. He argues
that the way a movie looks can be just as important as the story it tells. He
believed that a good visual style can help to create a mood and
Atmosphére that can enhance the impact of the story.

Finally, Ebert writes about the importance of acting in movies. He argues
that good acting can make even a bad movie watchable. He believed that a



good actor can bring a character to life and make the audience feel
connected to the story.

The Importance of Criticism

Ebert was a strong believer in the importance of film criticism. He believed
that critics play a vital role in helping audiences to understand and
appreciate movies. He also believed that critics can help to hold filmmakers
accountable for the quality of their work.

In Life Itself, Ebert writes about the different roles that film critics can play.
He argues that critics can be educators, entertainers, and even activists.
He believed that the best critics are those who are able to combine all of
these roles.

Ebert also writes about the challenges that film critics face. He argues that
it can be difficult to be a critic in a world where so many people are willing
to accept mediocrity. He also believes that critics can be vulnerable to
attack from filmmakers and studios.

Despite the challenges, Ebert believed that film criticism is a vital art form.
He argued that critics can help to make the world a better place by helping
people to understand and appreciate movies.

The Role of Movies in Our Lives

Ebert believed that movies can play a powerful role in our lives. He argued
that movies can help us to understand ourselves and the world around us.
He also believed that movies can help us to escape from our troubles and
to dream of a better future.



In Life Itself, Ebert writes about the different ways that movies have
affected his own life. He writes about how movies helped him to cope with
the death of his father. He also writes about how movies helped him to find
his voice as a writer.

Ebert believed that movies are a gift. He argued that movies can make us
laugh, cry, think, and dream. He also believed that movies can help us to
make sense of the world around us.

Life ltself is a moving and insightful memoir of a remarkable life. Roger
Ebert was a giant in the world of film criticism, and his writing has had a
profound impact on the way we think about and appreciate movies. Life
ltself is a must-read for anyone who loves movies or who wants to
understand the life and work of one of the most influential film critics of all
time.
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