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Holding the Heart of the Savage is a powerful and thought-provoking novel
that explores the complex and often contradictory nature of love, desire,
and power. Set in the rugged and unforgiving landscape of the American
West, the novel tells the story of a young woman named Robin who is
kidnapped and held captive by a group of Native Americans. Over time,
Robin comes to develop a complex and ambivalent relationship with her
captors, and she begins to question her own beliefs and assumptions about
the world.

One of the most striking things about Holding the Heart of the Savage is its
exploration of feminist themes. The novel challenges traditional notions of
gender and sexuality, and it offers a nuanced and complex portrayal of
women's experiences. Robin is a strong and independent woman, but she
is also vulnerable and flawed. She is both attracted to and repelled by her
captors, and she struggles to reconcile her own desires with the
expectations of society.

The novel also explores the complex relationship between race and
gender. Robin is a white woman, and her captors are Native Americans.
This dynamic creates a power imbalance that is often explored in the novel.
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Robin is both privileged and oppressed, and she must learn to navigate the
complex social and cultural landscape of the American West.

Holding the Heart of the Savage is a beautifully written and thought-
provoking novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. It is a
must-read for anyone interested in feminist literature, Native American
literature, or American history.

Themes in Holding the Heart of the Savage

Holding the Heart of the Savage explores a number of complex and
challenging themes, including:

Gender and sexuality

Race and class

Violence and trauma

Nature and the environment

Identity and self-discovery

These themes are interwoven throughout the novel, and they create a rich
and complex tapestry of human experience.

Gender and Sexuality

Holding the Heart of the Savage challenges traditional notions of gender
and sexuality. The novel features a strong and independent female
protagonist who is both attracted to and repelled by her captors. This
dynamic creates a complex and ambivalent exploration of desire and
power.



The novel also explores the fluidity of gender and sexuality. Robin is a
woman who does not fit into traditional categories. She is strong and
independent, but she is also vulnerable and emotional. She is attracted to
both men and women, and she does not always conform to the
expectations of society.

Race and Class

Holding the Heart of the Savage also explores the complex relationship
between race and class. The novel is set in the American West, where the
power dynamics between whites and Native Americans are often fraught
with tension. Robin is a white woman, and her captors are Native
Americans. This dynamic creates a power imbalance that is often explored
in the novel.

The novel also explores the ways in which race and class intersect with
gender. Robin is a white woman, and she is therefore afforded certain
privileges that are not available to her Native American captors. However,
she is also a woman, and she is therefore subject to the same patriarchal
constraints as her captors.

Violence and Trauma

Holding the Heart of the Savage is a novel that is full of violence and
trauma. Robin is kidnapped and held captive by a group of Native
Americans. She is subjected to physical and emotional abuse, and she
witnesses the death of her fellow captives.

The violence and trauma in the novel is used to explore the complex and
often contradictory nature of human experience. Robin is both a victim and
a survivor, and she must learn to cope with the trauma of her experiences.



Nature and the Environment

Holding the Heart of the Savage is set in the rugged and unforgiving
landscape of the American West. The novel explores the complex
relationship between humans and the environment. Robin is often at the
mercy of the elements, and she must learn to adapt to the harsh conditions
of the wilderness.

The novel also explores the ways in which humans can damage the
environment. Robin's captors are often involved in activities that are
harmful to the land, and Robin must learn to balance her own needs with
the needs of the environment.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Holding the Heart of the Savage is a novel about identity and self-
discovery. Robin is a young woman who is forced to confront her own
beliefs and assumptions about the world. She must learn to accept herself
for who she is, and she must find her own way in the world.

The novel explores the complex and often contradictory nature of identity.
Robin is both a victim and a survivor, and she must learn to reconcile the
different parts of herself. She must also learn to accept the fact that she is
not perfect, and that she is capable of both good and evil.

Holding the Heart of the Savage is a powerful and thought-provoking novel
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in feminist literature, Native American literature, or
American history.
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