Farther Up the Lake: Coastal British Columbia
Stories

The coast of British Columbia is a place of rugged beauty and rich history.
From the towering mountains and pristine fjords to the lush rainforests and
abundant wildlife, the region has captivated visitors for centuries.
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The stories in this collection capture the essence of life on the coast, from
the early days of settlement to the present day. They tell of the challenges
and triumphs of the pioneers who built their lives in this unforgiving
environment, the struggles and resilience of the First Nations people who
have called the coast home for thousands of years, and the unique culture
that has developed in this remote and beautiful place.

The Early Days
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The first Europeans to explore the coast of British Columbia were Spanish
explorers in the late 18th century. They were followed by British fur traders
in the early 19th century, who established trading posts along the coast.
The first permanent European settlement was Fort Langley, which was
established in 1827.

The early settlers faced many challenges. The climate was harsh, the
terrain was rugged, and the First Nations people were often hostile. But
they persevered, and gradually began to build a life for themselves in this
new land.

The Gold Rush

The discovery of gold in the Fraser River in 1858 brought a flood of new
settlers to British Columbia. The gold rush transformed the region, and
many of the towns and cities that exist today were founded during this time.

The gold rush also had a significant impact on the First Nations people.
Many of their traditional lands were taken over by miners, and they were
often forced to relocate. The gold rush also brought disease and violence to
the region, and the First Nations population declined significantly.

The Fishing Industry

After the gold rush, the fishing industry became the mainstay of the
economy of coastal British Columbia. The region's abundant salmon runs
attracted fishermen from around the world, and many canneries were built
along the coast.

The fishing industry also had a significant impact on the First Nations
people. Many First Nations people worked in the canneries, and they



played a vital role in the development of the industry.

The Logging Industry

The logging industry has also been a major part of the economy of coastal
British Columbia. The region's vast forests have provided a source of
timber for centuries, and many logging towns and cities have been built
along the coast.

The logging industry has also had a significant impact on the environment.
The clear-cutting of forests has led to soil erosion, loss of habitat for
wildlife, and pollution of waterways.

The Tourism Industry

In recent years, the tourism industry has become increasingly important to
the economy of coastal British Columbia. The region's stunning scenery,
abundant wildlife, and rich history attract visitors from around the world.

The tourism industry has also had a positive impact on the First Nations
people. Many First Nations communities have developed tourism
businesses, and they are playing a vital role in the development of the
industry.

The Future

The future of coastal British Columbia is uncertain. The region faces a
number of challenges, including climate change, pollution, and the decline
of the fishing and logging industries.

But the people of coastal British Columbia are resilient, and they are
determined to build a sustainable future for their region. They are working



to protect the environment, develop new industries, and create a better life
for all who live there.

The coast of British Columbia is a place of great beauty and rich history.
The stories in this collection capture the essence of life on the coast, from
the early days of settlement to the present day. They tell of the challenges
and triumphs of the pioneers, the struggles and resilience of the First
Nations people, and the unique culture that has developed in this remote
and beautiful place.
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