
Europe's Turbulent Century In Five Lives And
One Legendary House
The 20th century was a time of great upheaval and change in Europe. Two
world wars, the rise and fall of communism, and the emergence of new
technologies all left their mark on the continent. In this article, we will
explore the lives of five individuals who lived through this tumultuous
century, and how their experiences were shaped by the historical events
that unfolded.
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1. Pablo Picasso

Pablo Picasso was born in Spain in 1881. He was one of the most
influential artists of the 20th century, and his work helped to shape the
course of modern art. Picasso lived through two world wars and the
Spanish Civil War. His art reflects the chaos and violence of these times,
but it also celebrates the human spirit.
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2. Virginia Woolf

Virginia Woolf was born in England in 1882. She was a novelist, essayist,
and critic. Woolf was one of the leading figures of the modernist movement
in literature. She wrote about the inner lives of women, and her work
explored the complex relationship between gender and creativity.
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Virginia Woolf, Orlando (1928)

3. Igor Stravinsky

Igor Stravinsky was born in Russia in 1882. He was a composer, pianist,
and conductor. Stravinsky was one of the most important composers of the
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20th century. His music was often experimental and groundbreaking, and it
helped to shape the development of modern music.

4. Le Corbusier

Le Corbusier was born in Switzerland in 1887. He was an architect,
designer, and urban planner. Le Corbusier was one of the pioneers of the
modernist movement in architecture. He believed that architecture should
be functional and affordable. His buildings are often characterized by their
simple lines and open spaces.
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Le Corbusier, Villa Savoye (1929)

5. Hannah Arendt

Hannah Arendt was born in Germany in 1906. She was a philosopher,
political theorist, and historian. Arendt was one of the most important
thinkers of the 20th century. She wrote about the nature of totalitarianism,
the human condition, and the meaning of freedom.
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The Legendary House

The legendary house in this article is the Villa Tugendhat in Brno, Czech
Republic. The villa was designed by Le Corbusier in 1929. It is a
masterpiece of modernist architecture, and it is considered one of the most
important buildings of the 20th century.
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Villa Tugendhat, Brno, Czech Republic

The Villa Tugendhat was built for the Tugendhat family, who were wealthy
industrialists. The family lived in the villa for only eight years before they
were forced to flee Czechoslovakia in 1938. The villa was then occupied by
the Nazis and the communists. After the fall of communism in 1989, the
villa was restored to its former glory.
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The Villa Tugendhat is a symbol of the turbulent history of Europe in the
20th century. It is a reminder of the horrors of war and totalitarianism, but it
is also a testament to the human spirit.

The five individuals profiled in this article lived through one of the most
tumultuous centuries in European history. Their experiences were shaped
by the wars, revolutions, and social changes that occurred during this time.
Despite the challenges they faced, these individuals made significant
contributions to the arts, sciences, and humanities. Their work continues to
inspire and challenge us today.
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