
Charcoal Joe: An Easy Rawlins Mystery (Easy
Rawlins 14) by Walter Mosley
Charcoal Joe is the 14th book in the Easy Rawlins mystery series by Walter
Mosley. The novel follows Easy as he investigates the disappearance of a
young woman named Charcoal Joe.
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Easy is a private investigator in Los Angeles in the 1960s. He is hired by a
wealthy white man to find his missing daughter, Charcoal Joe. Easy soon
discovers that Charcoal Joe is not who she seems to be. She is a black
woman who has been passing for white. She is also involved in a
dangerous world of drugs and prostitution.

Easy's investigation leads him into the dark underbelly of Los Angeles. He
encounters corrupt cops, violent criminals, and desperate people. He also
learns about the racism and sexism that is rampant in the city.
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Charcoal Joe is a complex and suspenseful mystery. It is also a powerful
indictment of racism and sexism. Mosley's writing is sharp and insightful,
and his characters are complex and believable.

Plot

Easy Rawlins is hired by a wealthy white man to find his missing daughter,
Charcoal Joe. Easy soon discovers that Charcoal Joe is not who she
seems to be. She is a black woman who has been passing for white. She is
also involved in a dangerous world of drugs and prostitution.

Easy's investigation leads him into the dark underbelly of Los Angeles. He
encounters corrupt cops, violent criminals, and desperate people. He also
learns about the racism and sexism that is rampant in the city.

Easy eventually finds Charcoal Joe, but she is not the same woman she
once was. She is addicted to drugs and has been through a lot of trauma.
Easy tries to help her, but she is resistant to his help.

In the end, Easy is forced to confront his own racism and sexism. He
realizes that he has been judging Charcoal Joe based on her race and
gender, rather than on her character.

Characters

Easy Rawlins: A private investigator in Los Angeles in the 1960s. He
is a complex and flawed character, but he is also a good man who is
trying to do the right thing.

Charcoal Joe: A young black woman who has been passing for white.
She is a complex and troubled character, but she is also a strong and
resilient woman.



Mouse: Easy's best friend and partner. He is a loyal and supportive
friend, but he can also be a bit of a hothead.

Raymond "Pops" Alexander: Easy's mentor and father figure. He is a
wise and experienced man who has seen a lot of life.

Mr. White: A wealthy white man who hires Easy to find his missing
daughter, Charcoal Joe.

Themes

Racism: Charcoal Joe is a powerful indictment of racism. Mosley
shows how racism affects both black and white people. He also shows
how racism can lead to violence and hatred.

Sexism: Charcoal Joe is also a powerful indictment of sexism. Mosley
shows how sexism affects both women and men. He also shows how
sexism can lead to violence and abuse.

Identity: Charcoal Joe is a novel about identity. Mosley explores the
different ways that people can define themselves and the challenges
that they face when they try to live authentically.

Critical Reception

Charcoal Joe received critical acclaim upon its release. Critics praised
Mosley's writing, his characters, and his exploration of race and gender.
The novel was nominated for the Edgar Award for Best Mystery Novel.

Charcoal Joe is a complex and suspenseful mystery. It is also a powerful
indictment of racism and sexism. Mosley's writing is sharp and insightful,
and his characters are complex and believable. Charcoal Joe is a must-



read for fans of mystery fiction and for anyone who is interested in social
justice.
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Friend Indeed One: A Comprehensive Guide to
the Essential Companion
In the tapestry of human existence, friendship stands as an
indispensable thread, connecting hearts and enriching lives. Friend
Indeed One is a revolutionary platform that...
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