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Nestled amidst the lush greenery of the Pacific Northwest, Portland,
Oregon, has long been regarded as a city of beauty and tranquility.
However, beneath its charming facade lies a darker, more sinister history, a
tale of murder, mayhem, and unsolved crimes that have left an enduring
mark on the city's psyche.

The Era of the Axe Murders

The late 19th century was a particularly gruesome period in Portland's
history, marked by a series of gruesome axe murders that terrorized the
city. In 1891, Mary Collins and her three children were brutally murdered in
their home, their bodies dismembered with an axe. The case remains
unsolved to this day.

Just a few years later, in 1894, another axe murder sent shockwaves
through Portland. This time, the victim was Ann Gleason, a young woman
who was found brutally murdered in her apartment. Again, the killer was
never identified.

The Notorious Portland Strangler

In 1955, Portland became the hunting ground for a serial killer known as
the "Portland Strangler." Over the course of six months, five women were
strangled to death, their bodies dumped in secluded areas around the city.
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The killer was eventually identified as Lloyd Eldon Blankenship, who was
convicted and sentenced to death in 1957.

Despite the conviction, many questions surrounding the Portland Strangler
case remain unanswered. Some believe that Blankenship may have had
accomplices, and others speculate that he may have been responsible for
even more murders.

The Keddie Cabin Murders

One of the most notorious unsolved crimes in Oregon's history is the
Keddie Cabin Murders. In 1981, four members of the Sharp family and a
family friend were murdered in their remote cabin in the Keddie Mountains.
The crime scene was gruesome, with the victims stabbed and beaten to
death.

Despite extensive investigations, no arrests have ever been made in the
Keddie Cabin Murders. The case remains one of the most chilling and
haunting unsolved mysteries in the Pacific Northwest.

The Ongoing Search for Closure

The unsolved crimes that have plagued Portland throughout its history
continue to haunt the city. Family members of victims are left with
unanswered questions, and the community is left with a sense of unease
that lingers to this day.

In recent years, there have been renewed efforts to solve these cold cases.
New technologies and investigative techniques are being employed, and
authorities are hopeful that they can finally bring closure to some of the
most notorious crimes in Portland's history.



Portland, Oregon, is a city with a rich and complex history. While its beauty
and charm are undeniable, its darker side is equally compelling. The stories
of murder, mayhem, and unsolved crimes that have unfolded in Portland
are a testament to the darker impulses that can lurk within human hearts.

As we look back on these tragic events, we are reminded of the importance
of justice and closure for victims and their families. And as we look ahead,
we must remain vigilant in our efforts to prevent similar tragedies from
happening again.
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